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QUALITATIVE ASSESSMENT OF A COURSE WORK BY THE STUDENTS
—_THROUGHPORTFOLIO
ABSTRACT
University Grants Commission (India) the regulating body in Higher Education
has issued guideline for the M.Phil program. They included inclusion of a course
viz. ‘Advances in the particular research area’ in the research program. It i5
expected that the researcher should study deeply, be conversant with the advances
of his research area As per the guidelines Y.CM. Open University (YCMOU).
Maharashtra launched Master of Philosophy (M.Phil) in Education and Physical
Education, in which included the above mentioned course. The Schaol has
identified various research areas depending upon the topics of a research selected
by the students and conducts workshop of the experts for development of syllabi in
each area. The course was to be assessed internally by the supervisor. But there
was large variation in the assessment The course was expected to be useful
during research. But the significance of this theory course was revealed in few
dissertations. Therefore the school has to reconsider the assessment strategy.
“Partfolio’, is one of the popular and useful learning and assessment tools used
for assessing relevant skills, competencies and attitudes for constructivist
approach. This assessment indicated a clear shift from ‘one-time assessment to
continuous assessment;, ‘product oriented to process oriented’ and from ‘purely
quantitative to a qualitative’ School has developed a self instructional material
and rubric for authentic assessment and conducted orientation program for the
supervisors. As a part of the course the researcher has to perform various
activities and assessment was done by the supervisor, expert, self followed by
reflection on each activity.The presenter took feedback from the supervisors as
well as from the researchers and portfolio analysis about the various research

 skills developed, researcher reflection on the work, and how the course work

supported the research. This helped in delineating the impact of the coursewark
Careful adaptation of this tool can help us to evolve comprehensive, authentic

| assessment in research programs.

[ STRUCTURE OF THE MASTER IN PHILOSOPHY

Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open
University (YCMOU) Nashik is mega Open
University in India. The University has eight
schools. Each school having different types and
different level programmes from Certificate to
Doctoral degrees and type of Academic,
Professional, Vocational. of School of Education
(SOE) also having different level programme like
SHG, ECCE, B.Ed, M.Ed etc. According to the UGC
guidelines the SOE started Master in Philosophy (M.
Phil) programme in Education and Physical
Education in the year 2007,
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(M. PHIL) PROGRAMME IN EDUCATION

- Sr. | Course Name Assessment  Marks
' No. | | |

1 ResearchMethodology _ External ' 100
(2 | Instructional and Training , External 100
____| SystemDesign
13 | Advance in Education (a Internal 100
| , course work related to
\___'.Lcs_ea_rgh)*‘ — e
; 4 | Optional paper (any one) | " 100
[ 4.1 Comnunicadon modes in | External
[ | Education [ |
L OR | External

| 4.2 Assessment & Evaluation |
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URIQUENESS OF ADVANCL IN EDUCATION (A

COURSE WORK RELATED 1O HISEARCI)

& 1hs Course was compulsary to all students. Bat
the syllabus of the course was differs according
to the yesearch topic of every students.

*  Thesyllabus of the coursa was develaped jointly
by the students and respective Guide,

o Research topic was related to the Guide
Specialization area or 1t was related to the
student Interest area,

» The course )s totally evaluated internally by the
guide. From this evaluation the guide get
judgment of his/her research students for the
deeper understanding of his/her research topic.

EXPECTATION FROM ADVANCE IN EDUCATION

(A COURSE WORK RELATED TO RESEARCH)

e To develop the student capacity to compare the
syllabus of the same course n different
university at M.Phil level.

+ Ta develop the student capacity for using the
various resources of his/her specialize research

area.
« To  developed  Sell-Directed  Learning
Competency In the students,

The Course “Advance In FEducation (a
course work related to research)” was the new
concept for all  guldes, Therefore two hour
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COORST WORK HELATED O i SPEARE

Steps Jor Developinent of the Syllabus Jor Adviarnce in

fation fhysical education la cuuiie W ke

velated turesearch)

¢  Pnalization of Resesrch Area of the Students

v Collection of syllati for the same course frorr
the different universities in Maharashtra

« Develop B9 chapters of the course with the
help of Encyclopedia, fournal's reference hooks
& Internet

o Stadents should collect the related reference
material frum respective places

»  Students has 1o develop point and sub-point of
cach  chapter by studying the relerence
material and approved by the gmide

s This Syllabi was send to the university 1o 4
describe format fur appraval

o Expert  Comimittee  approved  the  syllabi
developed by each student [osht AN.(2007)

For this work student and Guide get 3-4
months,
OOSERVATION  OF  THE EXPERTS ABOUT
SYLLABI

SOE get Syllabi of each student from the study

center, It was given to the expert for approval.

The expert having following observation

« Most of the Syllabt were not copy and paste of
available syllabus,

» Syllab Level is bachelor & Master level.
Primary references and Secondary sources are
not shewn in the reference list.

« Most of the students don’t and few of the guides
don’t know about how to frame the Syllabi.

CONCLUSION - THERE IS NEED OF DIFFERENT

STRATEGY FOR DEVELOPMENT OF SYLLABI

SOE decided to glve some input to the guide &

students, The member of the committee identified

the research area by taking reference “Surveys of

Educational Research”, They study all research

proposal submitted to the university. They dassify

the research topic Into 17 areas for education and

10 areas for Physical education .

According to areas the SOE select the experts from

all over Maharashtra and conduct three days
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warkehup for develapment of syllab) Thia Lite<t

Syllabinee was wend to the gaide and ctadents with

the help of cludy center I the research tople wae

related to more than one area then the pulde and

students has to revise their syllabl according (o the

puideline given from the University.

After the Syllabi development each student reads

the related relerences according to the subjects

ASSLSSMINT OF ADVANCE IN LDUCATION (A

CONRSE WORK RELATED 10 RESEARCIH)

Lach gulde has to develop two term paper question

and two <hort assignments questions with the help

of revised syllabus and give it to the students, The

dudents expected to complete the activity, One

term paper has to present In the next workshop,

cvaluation scale was develop for the same. Other

onc term paper and two short assignments are

evaluated internally by the Guide.

DISTRIBUTION OF MARKS IS AS FOLLOWS

Term paper Evaluation 75 marks and  Short

assignments 25 marks

50 mark for first Term paper 25 marks for

evaluation & 25 marks for term paper presentation

25 mark for second Term paper

25 marks for two short assignments

Form this activity the SOE expected that there was a

deeper understanding of students about their

research and reflection was expected in the

dissertation,

OBSERVATION  ABOUT  ASSESSMENT  OF

ADVANCE IN EDUCATION/PHYSIACAL

EDUCATION (A COURSE WORK RELATED TO

RESEARCH) BATCH 2007-2009

¢ An individual difference was seen at the
different study center & guide to guide also.

* Assessment was totally internal therefore over-
rating of the marks was seen.

* Most of the thesis no reflection of this work in
most of the Dissertation.

CONCLUSION -

e Most of the Students and the Guide not doing
the actlvity seriously.

» There was a need of rethinking of the course
activity.

* Expectation of the University was not
fulfilled.

11T BATCH (2008-2010) PROCEDURE “ADVANCE
IN EDUCATION/PHYSICAL (A COURSE WORK
RELATED TO RESEARCH)"

For the second batch university developed the Self
learning material for “Advance in
Education/Physical Education (a course work
refated to research)” and for the continuous
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sesessment decided to used the portfollo of the

students

CONCEPT OF PORTEOLIO

A purposeful collection of student wark that

erhibits  the student’s efforts, progress ""”d

achlevement In one or more arcas The caollection

must Include participation in selecting contents, the

criteria for selection, the criteria for Judging merit

and evidence of student self-reflection. (Paulson,

Paulson, Meyer 1991) as cited by Barve, M. (2008)

pply9

PURPOSE OF PORTIOLIO

o It keeps related documents together,

o [t helps the process of refection.

« It gives the process of self evaluation and
personal; development a higher focus

« It can hold relevant examples and information
for when you need them,such as when applying
for work of other courses.

REVISION OF THE COURSE WORK

For 2008-2010 batch the components of the

Advance in Education/Physical Education a course

work related to research was revised it includes the

following components.

e Syllabus development - related to the research
topic by the students and his/her guide.

¢ Conceptual Analysis of the keywords

s Revision of the research proposal

e Two Term paper - one conceptual and one
related to previous research.

¢ Assignments - peripheral concepts of the
research

In the self Instructional material for each

components following information was given

e Operational definition of the components

¢ Expected Competencies

¢ Support of each activity for research

e Steps for doing the activity.

ACADEMIC SUPPORT FROM THE HEADQUARTER

The self instructional material was sent to the study

center. Most of Guide wants separated Guide

orfentation programme (GOP). Again three days

GOP was conducted at the headquarter. In this

programme two sessions was given for the advance

study work.

When the guide was doing assessment with the help

of the rubric , they having some difficultes to

understand the rubrics. Again one day orientation

programme was conducted for the coordinator.

After the tralning programme it Is expected that

they give training to their study center guides.

EVALUATION OF THE VARIOUS COMPONENTS

According to the actlvity separate rating scale & five

points rubrics was developed for each components.
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This rubric having charactenistics of each points

Assessment for 100 marks

Out of 100 marks B0 marks from the study center

and 20 marks at the time of dissertation evaluation

viva vace. Barve, M. & Mahale SR (2009) Multiple

assessors was used for assessment (Guide, expert,

Co-learners, and the student) at study center to get

the objectivity fn marks.

REFLECTION OF THE STUDENTS

The students has to develop a file of his/her work

and refection of each components and total by

taking following points

e  What Ilearned from this activity?

¢  Whalis good in my work?

¢ What are the expected changes in the future?

e How much I achicvement for this work?

More than hundred students are submitted their

portfolio at the time of viva voce to the University.

The researcher analyzed their qualitative remarks.

OBSERVATION

This assessment indicated

¢ a clear shift from ‘one-time assessment to
continuous assessment’

» ‘product oriented to process oriented’ to
develop the research competency

» From ‘purely quantitative to a qualitative’.

CONCLUSION

» This activity help the students and guide for
their research work.

e The quality of the research was good compare
to 2007-2009 batch.

s Students having confidence at the time of viva
voce.

¢ The assessment was done by the five different
persons therefore the objectivity was seen.

EPILOGUE

For assessment of Advance in

Education/Physical Education a course work

related to research the portfolio was useful for

one-time assessment to continuous assessment’,

‘product oriented to process oriented’ and from

‘purely quantitative to a qualitative’ Careful

adaptation of this tool can help us to developed

comprehensive, authentic assessment in research

programs.
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