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Abstract

Social media has become indispensible aspect of our lives today. It has its rich dividends for hwn_an life. Ev'en
cducation sector is apprehending its significance.Efforts are taken for utilizing social mediafor quality
augmentation of educational process. Teacher being at the nub of the process hence needs to recogn{ze’ the clm';t
of social media and thrive to utilize of it as a dynamic professional tool. Social media can play a crucial role' in
capacity building and continuous professional development of teacher also. It can be decisive in promann'g
reflection, collaboration, media, self-expression and creativity of the teacher. It can become instrumental dn
developing learning communities across the globe. Social media supportsfor creating better learning
environments and rapport between teacher and students. Hence, teacher education shouldpromote solicitous
inclusion and assimilation of social media in its course of preparing the teachers for neo-millennium. . It can be
vital in preparing teachers as facilitators of 21* century. Hence, deep thought and relevantapplication of social
media in teacher education is indispensable in today's era. How the professional development of teachers can be
promoted through social media? What are the prospects of sacial media in Teacher Education Programme? The
present paper has tried to address these issues.
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Prologue: Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) have revolutionized the entire human

life in modern era. Mobile technology and social media in particular have turned out to be
indispensable elements of human life. The emergence of internet, and Web 2.0 Tools have created
new spaces for virtual communication exchanges. In this scenario and with sustenance of the Web 2.0
resources, social media has expanded its horizons beyond limits, Such resources have permitted
novelapproaches of relationships, regardless of time and space, by means of so called Internet Social
Networks (ISN). Social media such as Facebook, Twitter, etc. provide several promises for
socialization, individual’s capacity to communicate with people across the globe, ability to be a
member of virtual group beyond geographical and physical constraints, self-expression and ability to
receive information and share it. Social media sites such as WhatsApp, Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter,
BlackBoard, SlideShare, YouTube, blogs, WIZIQ, Skype, Instagram etc. have shaped a new keenness
and connections in our lives through their diversified applications. The Pew Report’s (2005, January)
findings have come true which claimed that by 2014, the Internet use will increase the size of people’s
social networks far beyond what has conventionally been the case. This is the magnetism of social
media that has completely transformed our lifestyle. The word ‘Social media’ is one of the most if not
the most beloved murmur in today’s youth. ‘Generation Y’(the age group of 14-30) is the major user
of such platforms. With the increase in the accessibility of internet, social media is one of the fastest
dispersing cultures. The fact is that it has become a new language of communication. Social media
can be defined as the media used for online social interactions. It is any form of online publication or
existence that permits interactive communication, including blogs, Internet websites, Internet forums,
and wikis. Examples of social media include Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, YouTube, LinkedIn,
Slideshare, Wiziq, BlackBoard and Flickr etc. Gunawardena et al (2009) define social network as the
practice of knowledge expansion through developing connections with individuals of similar interests.
It is helping the users to build their own personal learning networks. These can be web-based or
mobile-based applications that allow individuals to develop, share and connect new self-engendered
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