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Qualitative Assessment of Research
Competency Through Portfolio

Sanjivani R. Mahale and Minakshi Barve

Introduction

Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University (YCMOU),
Nashik is a mega Open University in India. The University has
eight schools. Each school has different programmes like
Academic, Professional, Vocational and different level of
programmes from Certificate to Doctoral degrees. School of
Education (SOE) also has different level programmes like SHG,
ECCE, B.Ed, M.Ed etc. According to the UGC guidelines the SGE
started Masters in Philosophy (M. Phil) programme in Education
and Physical Education in the year 2007.

Table 18.1: Structure of the Master in Philosophy (M. Phil) Programme

in Education
Sl. No. Course Name Assessment Marks
1. Research Methodology External 100
2. Instructionai and Training System Design External 100
3. Advance in Education (a course work related to Intemal 100
research)
4. Optional paper (any one) Exteral 100
4.1 Communication modes in Education OR External
4.2 Assessment and Evaluation
5. Seminars and Assignment Internal 100
6. Research Dissertation and viva-voce External 100
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For research component, the University decided to give 100
e Advance in Education (a course work related to the
e nd 200 marks for Research Dissertation and viva-yoce.
reseactl a;:nme has 40 per cent wei ghtage for research work,
The%r\(::gfjniversity identifies 14 study centres throughout
Maharashtra recognized as a resea‘rch centre. The centre having at
least four recognized guides haYlng Ph.D degree and approva]
- ate teaching experience.
for El?l‘?(: Err?i?rzrsity condfctsz thre:e day Counselor and'Guide
training programme for academlc.purposes and a Dl.rector
'Coordinator meeting for administrative purposes. The Dfrector
and Coordinator have the role of counselor as well as guide. In
the Counselor training programme some sessions are given for
understanding and guidance of research activity and expectation
of the University from students, guides and study centres.
The course “Advance in Education (a course work related to
research)” was a new concept for all the guides. Therefore, two-

hour session was conducted for understanding and activity for
the course.

Uniqueness of Advance in Education (A Course Work Related
to Research)

 This course is compulsory to all students. But the syllabus

of the course differs according to the research topic of each
students.

e The syllabus of the course was developed jointly by the
students and respective guide.

® Research topic was related to the guide specialization area
or related to the students’ interest area.

® The evaluation of the course is totally internal, therefore
the guide is having a judgement of his/her research
students for deeper understanding of the course.

Expectation from Advance in Education (a Course Work Related to
Research)

¢ Todevelop the student capacity to compare the syllabus of
the same course in different universities at the M. Phil level.

® To develop the student’s capacity for using the various
recourses of his/her specialized area.
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To develop self-

directed learni ,
students. ning competency in the

Steps for Development of the Syllabus for Ad i ‘
(A Course Work Related to Research) vance in Education

Finalization of research area of the students.

Collection of syllabi for the same course from the different
universities in Maharashtra.

Develop 8-9 chapters of the course with the help of
encyclopedia, journals reference books and internet.
Students should collect the related reference material from
respective places.

Students have to develop point and sub-point of each
chapter by studying the reference material and get it
approved by the guide.

This syllabi was sent to the university in a described format
for approval. .

Expert Committee approved the syllabi developed by each
student.

For this work student and guide get 3-4 months.

Observation of the Experts About Syllabi

SOE got the syllabi of each student from the study centre. It was
given to the expert fcr approval.
The expert having following observation

®
®
®

Most of the syllabi did not have latest knowledge.
Syllabi are at B.Ed. and M.Ed. level.

Primary references and secondary sources are not shown
in the reference list.

Most of the students and few of the guides don’t know
how to frame the Syllabi.

Conclusion—There is Need of a Different Strategy for
Development of Syllabi

SOE decided to give some input to the guide and students. The
member of the committee identified the research area by taking
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reference “Surveys of Educational Research”. They study a]
research proposal submitted to the university. They classify th
research topic into 17 areas. ¢

These areas are as follows: according to these 17 areas the
university select experts from all over Maharashtra and conduct
three days workshops for development of syllabi. This latest
Syllabus was sent to the guide and students with the help of a
study centre. If the research topic was related to more than one
area then from this syllabus the guide and students have to revise
their syllabi according to the guideline.

The guide has to develop two term paper questions and two
short assignments questions and give it to the students. The
students are expected to complete these activities. One term paper
has be to presented in the next workshop, and other is evaluated
internally by the guide. From this activity the SOE expected the
impact of this work on the thesis of the students.
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