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Abstract
After more than six decades of planning in India
women are far below their male counterparts be-
cause they have not been involved as participa-
tors and decision makers in development. The 730
Constitution Amendment Act enables women to
take decision in the area of their concern as well
as total development of rural area. This amend-
ment has made a provision that at least one-third
of women would be members and chairpersons
of the panachayats at three levels
viz.,Grampanchayat level, Panchayat Samiti level
and District Council level. These women also in-
clude from schedule caste and scheduled tribe
communities. This paper attempts to look into the
significance of the women’s participation process
in the Panchayati Raj Institutions.
Introduction:
The institution of Panchayati Raj is recognized
as an important mechanism for decentralization
of power and community participation in devel-
opment activities. It has received the special em-
phasis after 73 constitutional amendment which
made the democracy and transfer of power to the
most basic document of our country i.e. The Con-
stitution of India. Before this amendment, the
Panchayati Raj system in India was not very ef-
fective. Its power was limited. The institution it-
self could be dissolved by thre district authori-
ties. The elections to the Panchayats were not regu-
lar. At the same time a number of committees and
commissions were established from time to time
to study the problems related to the functioning
of the Panchayati Raj. Balwantrai Mehta Com-
mlttee,.Ashok Mehta Committee and GVK Rao
Committee, these are the some committees to
e S e
tance to the Gramsabha Tixtac - O opor-
sion of 1988 which wa: I ’ Sarkana Commmis-
e Chntre. & 's primarily concerned with
. ate relationship also recommend
regular elections and : nded
both fimanci nd strengthening of Pachayats
mancially and functionally. By the end of
1988 a sub-committee of the Consultative Com-
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mittee of the Parliament under the
of PK Thungon also recommcndgd a an' ‘
tional status for panchayti Raj institutions: - imi,

larly, a Congress Committee hea! y VR
in |y989 recommended 2 three-tier syst‘u‘r/),‘ a fixeg
and reservation for SC/STSs ang

cars
term of 5y gainst the backdrop of these rec.

men. It was @ op o
s various committees and com.

ommendations by 0! -
missions that the Constitution (64") Bill wgg

drafted.

Rajiv Gan . er o '
tion who realized the importance men i

politics and development. Being young and hay.

ing heard of UN led national and internationg|

movements for women empowerment and slogap

like Women in Development (WID) and Wome,
and Development (WAD), he gave the largey
umber of tickets to women in the 1985 electioy
to the Parliament and State Assemblies. Thes
elections were the ones in which the largest num
ber of the women became representatives in the
Parliamentary and State Assemblies. Before hin
Congress had never bothered about bringing
women into politics in a major way. Pt. Nehn
had always opposed any reservations for women
even before independence. Indira Gandhi was also
not seriously considered political role of women
through reservations. It was Rajiv Gandhi who
was a truly gender sensitive politician and con-
ceived the idea ofa 33% of reservation for women
He felt that he could implement his idea at least
at the panchayat level where politics is highly mak
dominated. Unfortunately, he died and it was only
after his death that the 73 and 74% Constitutiond!
Amendment took place. The 73 Constitutions
Amendment has given new status and significanct
to tpe Panchayati Raj Institutions.
Salient Features of the 73 Constitutions
Amendment
E:Scﬁ:ﬁﬁudi?fm é)fthe Constitution is knowﬂatS
1967 o n (Seventy Third Amendment) A
- 1Ius act was brought into force by a potif

catilon dated 24t April, 1993. It has following
Salient Featyres:
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dhi was the first top leader of the na. -

chairpersonship o

fi
I3

¢ headed by VN Gadgj r

y
3
/
t

|
]




{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

