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Role of Tourism in Rural Development

| ——
v Praveen Ghodeswar

Assit. Prof., School of Humanities & Social S¢i

—

. Yashwantaro Chavan Maharashua Open U TIVETSITY, Nashik

Introduction

Tounism has been considered as g major social phenomenon of the societies all along and India 1S No
exception. Itis an indispensible sector for the economic development of the country. Itis alow capital, labour
intensive industry. It’s having an economic multiplier effect. It has all the potential to stimulate other sectors
through its forward & backward linkages with sectors like agriculture, horticulture, poultry. handicrafts. construc-
tion & many more. Tourism has emerged as one of the world's largest service industry with sizable economic
advantages. The tourism is spontancously contributing to improve Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and gen-
eration of employments across the world. The World Travel and Tourism Council) estimates that the trave]
and tourism sector now accounts for 9.9% of global GDP (World Economic Forum 2008). In addition world
tourism 1s world’s largest employer. generating 231 million jobs or nearly onc outotevery 12 jobs elobally
(WTTC.2009). This booming tourism industry is emerging an important driv er ot erow th and development.
Rural tourism is currently the tocus ot attention throughout the world and is being identitied as one of
the important mstruments tor the rural development. Planners arc usig rural tounism which also includes bco-
lfourtsm and Farm Tourism to increase economic opportunities tor the rural community. In India where around
70 % population live in rural arcas and are entirely dependent onagrniculture . new er opportunities need to be
sencrated. The Rural Tourism presently 1s on top of the charts otachieving the aum. Rural tourism can be
harnessed as a strategy for rural development. | he development ot a strong base around the ¢ meept ot rural
tourism is detinitely useful for a nation like Indiasvherealmost 7070 ot the population resides i the villages
Rural India has much more to otfer bevond agriculture. Ithas @ great potential tor various segments like eco
ourisn, adventure tourism. health tourism, farm toursm. nature tounsm. cultural tourism. religious to
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