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Introduction: Wantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University, Nasik
, Nasi

accupies d unique position among the re
concentrated more on reforming the soc;
(tatus and right of the women. Mahatma
people had suffered for centuries. He de
Buddha, Phule was first te

Phule revolt i i
ed against the unjust caste system, under which million of

veloped iti i
ped a critique of Indian social order and Hinduism. After Gautam

acher of oppress .
ed, critic of orthodoxy i
Christian mi ' oxy in the social ;
Christian missionaries he reali system. Under the i
" zed the importance of education, social reform and humanism. He . n'mfjle“ce 0<:
. was influence

by Thomas Paine’s thoughts in his book ‘Right )
Shivagi Moharaj and Gearge Washington ; ’ ;;in l\:apnh;:‘e “\::s:r:sce);:;art:v inspired by the lives of Chhatropati
lity. He was in the real : eader who strongly opposed gender
inequality e real sense a great thinker and finder of truth! He d
Hindu religion. He opposed the Vedas and refused to accept the role of © enof’"cef’ Chaturvarna system of
religious rituals. He rejected Manusumriti and other Hindu scriptur:se: ; Bra:mm ‘.me,“ during malfriage and
untouchables, peasants and women. Mahatma Phule is regarded 'h € 53cn».ced his life for the upll.ftment of
movement in India. He is regarded as the father of Indi g : ed as t e? most important figure of social reform
_ ‘ ndian social revolution. He shaped the intellectual future of
Maharashtra. His life is the history of a ceaseless struggle for the rights of the downtrodden and women. A
historian must acknowledge that he was the most determined, fearless and principled social revolutionary of
nineteen-century India.

Jyotiba Phule was born on 1" April 1827 in a Mali community. His father Govindrao was a vegetable
vendor at Pune. His mother passed away when he was hardly a year old. After completing his primary education
Iyotiba had to leave the school and help his father on the family farm. He married Savitribai at the age of twelve
a5 it was the custom. Later with the efforts of two of his neighbors, one Muslim teacher and a Christian person
he joined Scottish Missions High School at Pune in the year 1841, This was the turning point of his life. Because
in this school he came in contact with Brahmin friends and missionaries idea of humanity

Contribution of Mahatma Jotiba Phule

In place of exploitative Indian social order, Phule wa
ndividual liberty, equality and in place of Hinduism he would have liked to put universal religion. We should
understand and appreciate the profound significance of his unflinching espousal of the rights of human being
which remained till the end of his life a major theme of his writings and a goal of his actions. We can go through

his marvelous contribution to the Indian Society X

Empowerment - Phule was glo
problem :f women\fo:;::emo‘: He did not spell out a theory of patriarchy or a fundamentally »nequalat.y
tuart Mill or friedrich Engels. But his thoughts on resolving women's
im join the company of other nineteenth century
titled to enjoy equal rights and it was sin to
elt the need for female

nted to establish a society founded on principles of

al philosopher n 19™ century who raised the

between man-woman like John S
efforts and autonomy makes h
omen are en
of sex. Therefore he strongly f
tarting three schools only for girls, he tried to promote
on to his wife Sgvitibai and trained her for
phule advocated widow
Brahmin and other

ppression through their own
ohilosophers. He was of the opinion that both men i w
fiscriminate between human beings 0n the basis
ly for girls. By S

in soctety. He gave educatl
first lady teacher of India

Child marriage was common 3among
SS helped the widows  to remarry He was against the
, organized a strike of the barbers. He
et he continued his efforts to
ws and looked

jucation and started schools exclusive
male education and uplift their position
 teaching assignment Thus Savitibai became the
yEaMmy and child marrage
. pited S
‘s hair). In this regard he
dow remarriage, ¥
established orphanages for wigo
uid have killed them in their infancy Due to
and widows were prohibited

marriage and renounced pol

pper castes Widow Remarriage was strctly prohi

apon’ {cutling off widow
odox people ¢or prometing W
ce of female \nfanticide He

who otherwise wo
oh A widower could remarry
’ § forced sex and unwanted children were

Lfren became victims Of

y practice of ‘keshv

10 sufter at the hands of orth

same. He attacked the practt
Af the widows

the unwanted children h
ood was very

chitd widowh

ot child marnage
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