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Three-day national seminar on the importance of Urdu manuscripts in India's freedom struggle

A three-day seminar titled ““Contribution of Urdu Manuscripts in India’s Freedom Struggle (1757-1947)”
14-16, May, 2025, was organized by the Gyan Bharatam Mission (National Mission for Manuscripts), Ministry
of Culture, Government of India, New Delhi at the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Yashwantrao
Chavan Maharashtra Open University, Nashik, Maharashtra. In the inaugural session, renowned critic and poet
Professor Ahmed Mahfouz delivered the keynote address and spoke extensively on the importance of
manuscripts in the freedom struggle. In the presidential address of the inaugural session, Dr. Jogendra Singh
Besen, Pro Vice Chancellor of Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University, said that Urdu literature is a
reflection of Indian civilization. Professor Nagarjun Wadekar, Director of the School of Humanities and Social
Sciences and Convener of the seminar, while explaining the purpose and objectives of the seminar, said that
“In today’s turbulent times, organizing seminars on such topics is the need of the hour.” Dr. Rasheed Ashraf
Khan, Assistant Professor of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences and Coordinator of the seminar,
highlighted the importance of the seminar and said that many hidden facts were revealed from the seminar
on the above topic.

Dr. Abdul Razig, Coordinator of the Gyan Bharatam Mission (National Mission for Manuscripts) said that
manuscripts are a valuable asset of the country, which is the responsibility of all of us to protect and bring to
light the knowledge hidden in them. Dr. Shaheen Sheikh, Assistant Professor of Yashwantrao Chavan University
and Assistant Coordinator of the seminar, welcomed participants from different provinces and cities of the
country. He thanked all the delegates. In this seminar, Professor Abu Bakr Ibad New Delhi, Professor Shah Alam
New Delhi, renowned poet Dr. Obaid Azam Azmi Mumbai, Professor Arshia Jabeen Hyderabad, Dr. Abu
Shaheem Khan Hyderabad, Dr. Qamar Siddiqui Mumbai, Professor Kirti Malini Jawale Aurangabad, Professor
Syed Asif Zakaria Khuldabad, Dr. Qazi Naveed Ahmed Siddiqui Aurangabad, Dr. Ghaus Ahmed Sholapur, Dr.
Muhammad Azfar Khan Mumbai, Dr. Azmat Anwar Pune, Dr. Raziuddin Kolkata, Dr. Muhammad Anwaruddin
Hyderabad, Dr. Muhammad Danish Ghani Ratnagiri, Dr. Kolhar Nasreen Thane, Dr. Shahnaz Rehman Aligarh,
Dr. Siddiqui Afroza Khatoon Khuldabad, Dr. Muzammil Sarkhot Mumbai, Dr. Muhammad Mugeem Delhi, Dr.
Muhammad Ahsan Aligarh, Dr. Yasmeen Sultana Siddiqui Aurangabad, Dr. Mubeen Ahmed Ansari Malegaon,
Dr. Abdul Rehman Faisal Allahabad, Dr. Nishat Naira Aurangabad, Dr. Meh Jabeen Pune, and Dr. Seema Naheed
Kokan, Dr. Zakir Khan Malegaon, professors, scholars from other cities of India, and staff of Yashwantrao
Chavan Maharashtra Open University participated in large numbers.

—adians

Prof. Nagarjun Wadekar
Seminar Convener and Director
School of Humanities and Social Sciences




Message

| am delighted to extend warm greetings to all the participants of the Three-Day National Seminar on
“Contribution of Urdu Manuscripts in India’s freedom Struggle (1757-1947) organized by the School of
Humanities and Social Sciences of the university in collaboration with the Dnyan Bharatam Mission (Previously

the National Mission for Manuscript). Welcome to Dnyangangotri.

The contribution of Urdu manuscripts to India's freedom struggle (1757-1947) is deeply intertwined with the
socio-political and cultural history of colonial India. Urdu, which developed in the northern Indian
subcontinent, became a prominent language of communication, both in terms of literary tradition and political

discourse. Over time, it played a significant role as a medium of resistance against British rule.

The proposed seminar would attempt to explore Role of Urdu Literature in Resistance, Urdu's Impact during
the 1857 Revolt, Influence of Urdu in the Gandhian Era, Urdu in the Quit India Movement (1930-1947), and

the Impact of Urdu Manuscripts on India's Independence etc.

| believe that the seminar delegates will deliberate on developing pedagogy to disseminate this area to the
youth and masses in easy-to-understand language and in an engaging format to create awareness among them

to develop a harmonious culture.

Through the presentations, deliberations and publications in the proposed three-day National Seminar the
students, researchers and teachers of Urdu Language and Literature in Maharashtra would be benefitted

immensely!

Best wishes!

Prof. Sanjeev Sonawane
Vice-Chancellor, YCMOU, Nashik




Message

| extend warm welcome to all the participants of the Three-Day National Seminar on “Contribution of Urdu
Manuscripts in India’s freedom Struggle (1757-1947) organized by the School of Humanities and Social Sciences
of the university in collaboration with the Dnyan Bharatam Mission (previously the National Mission for

Manuscript).

During the 18th and 19th centuries, as the British East India Company had gradually expanded its control, the
colonial powers sought to consolidate their rule, suppressing dissent and imposing policies that were
unfavorable to native Indians. The Urdu literary tradition flourished alongside these oppressive policies,

providing intellectual and emotional resistance to the British colonialism.

The proposed seminar would explore along with other areas, the Growth of Urdu Journalism and Literature
Post-1857, how Urdu newspapers like Delhi Urdu Akhbar spread nationalist ideas, and how it advocated for

Hindu-Muslim unity during the Khilafat Movement.

| believe that the seminar delegates will deliberate on this topic thoroughly so that, it would be benefit all!

Best wishes!

Dr. Jogendrasingh Bisen
Pro-Vice Chancellor, YCMOU, Nashik




Message

| am extremely delighted to extend warm greetings to all the participants of the Three-Day National Seminar
on “Contribution of Urdu Manuscripts in India’s freedom Struggle (1757-1947) organized by the School of
Humanities and Social Sciences of the university in collaboration with the Dnyan Bharatam Mission (Previously

the National Mission for Manuscript), Ministry of Culture, Government of India.

The use of Urdu literature as a medium of resistance can be traced back to the early opposition to British
colonial policies and continued through significant moments in Indian history, such as the 1857 Revolt, the

Khilafat Movement, the Quit India Movement, and the Gandhian era of non-violence.

The proposed National Seminar would attempt to explore the Influence of Urdu in the Gandhian Era, the use
of Urdu manuscripts in the Quit India Movement (1930-1947), and analyze the role of Urdu in organizing
protests during the Quit India Movement, its impact on India's Independence, how Urdu manuscripts served
as historical records of the freedom struggle, and the lasting value of these manuscripts in understanding the

intellectual and cultural aspects of India’s fight for independence.

| am sure that the delegates would explore this vast area and generate interest among the youth through the
presentations and publications in the proposed three-day National Seminar. | believe that the students,

researchers and teachers of Urdu Language and Literature in would be greatly benefitted from this endeavor!
Best wishes!

Prof. Anirban Dash
Director, NMM, New Delhi
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Foreword

| am extremely elated to extend a very warm welcome to all the delegates and participants of the three-day
National Seminar on “The Contribution of Urdu Manuscripts in India’s freedom Struggle (1757-1947) organized
by the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University in
collaboration with the Gyan Bharatam Mission (Previously the National Mission for Manuscript), Ministry of
Culture, Government of India. | wholeheartedly thank Dr. Sridhar Barik, Seminar/ Workshop Coordinator, Dr.
Sarwarul Haque, Research Officer, NMM and Prof. Anirban Dash, Director, Gyan Bharatam Mission (MM) for
supporting this three-day national seminar to be held in the university.

The Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University, established in 1989 in Nashik, having the entire State
of Maharashtra as its jurisdiction, and caters to the educational needs of nearly 5 lakh students every year. The
School of Humanities and Social Sciences of the university offers undergraduate and postgraduate programs
in Urdu Language and Literature. So far, more than 15,000 students have benefited of these programs; and
this number is growing in multiple folds every year.

Urdu manuscripts became an essential tool for spreading revolutionary ideas and organizing opposition
movements. They included newspapers, pamphlets, poetry, and personal accounts that conveyed the
nationalistic fervor of the Indian freedom movement. They were instrumental in mobilizing the masses and
creating a sense of unity across diverse groups, including Hindus, Muslims, and others, by expressing
grievances, preserving cultural heritage, and promoting the idea of self-rule.

This national seminar proposes explore how Urdu literature was used as a tool for resistance against British
colonial rule, particularly through satire, allegory, and symbolism, examine how Urdu manuscripts (pamphlets,
proclamations, and poetry) mobilized people during the 1857 Revolt and how Maulana Azad’s works and
slogans like “Inquilab Zindabad” inspired anti-colonial sentiments and contributed to socio-political awareness
and nationalism.

More than 40 delegates from all over India and more than 50 participants teachers, researchers and students
from various places in Maharashtra would explore the journey of freedom struggle together in this seminar.

| thank Prof. Ahmad Mahfooz, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi for agreeing to give the Keynote address to the
august gathering of the seminar. | also thank the Chairpersons of all the sessions, delegates, paper presenters,
rapporteurs and many others within and outside the university for their support and cooperation.
| look forward to a grand success of the national seminar.

Wishing all the very best!

Prof. Nagarjun Wadekar

Seminar Convener and Director
School of H.S.S., YCMOU, Nashik
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School of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University, Nashik, (M.S.)
In collaboration with
Gyan Bharatam Mission (National Mission for Manuscripts)

Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India, New Delhi
Organizes a Three — Day National Seminar On

“ " *» .
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“Contribution of Urdu Manuscripts in India’s Freedom Struggle (1757-1947)”
14-16, May, 2025,

Inaugural Session
14*" May, 2025 2:30 pm to 03:30 pm

Chairman Chief Guest Keynote Address
Prof. Sanjeev Sonawane Prof. Anirban Dash Prof. Ahmad Mahfooz
Hon. Vice Chancellor, Director Jamia Millia Islamia,
YCMOU, Nashik NMM, New Delhi New Delhi
Dr. Jogendrasingh Bisen Prof. Nagarjun Wadekar Shri Dilip Bharad
Pro-Vice Chancellor, Seminar Convener & Director, Registrar,
YCMOU, Nashik HSS, YCMOU, Nashik YCMOU, Nashik

Dr. Rasheed Ashraf Khan Dr. Shaheen Shaikh

Seminar Coordinator Seminar Co-Coordinator

SHSS, YCMOU, Nashik SHSS, YCMOU, Nashik

Venue: Academic Building Auditorium, YCMOU, Nashik
Tea Break: 03:30 to 03:45: pm
14" May, 2025

1°* Technical Session: 03:45 pm to 05:15 pm

(Only 10-12 Minutes for Presentation of Paper)
Chair : Prof. Abu Bakar Abbad (University of Delhi, New Delhi)
Paper Presenters : 1. Prof. Asif Zakriya (Principal, Chishtiya College, Khuldabad)
2. Dr. Quazi Naweed Ahmad Siddiqui (Maulana Azad College, Sambhaji Nagar)
3. Dr. Danish Gani (Gogate Joglekar College, Ratnagiri)
4. Dr. Raziuddin (West Bengal State University, Kolkata)
Anchoring : Dr. Qamar Siddiqui (University of Mumbai)
Session Coordinator : Dr. Vishal Ambedkar (SHSS, YCMOU, Nashik)



15t May, 2025

2" Technical Session: 10:15 am to 11:45 am
(Only 10-12 Minutes for Presentation of Paper)

Chair : Prof. Kirti Malini Jawle (Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar M.U., Sambhaji Nagar)
Paper Presenters : 1. Prof. Arshia Jabeen (Central University, Hyderabad)

2. Dr. Mohammad Azfar (Maharashtra College, Mumbai)

3. Dr. Nasreen Kolhar (A.E. Kalsekar College, Thane)

4. Dr. Mohammad Ahsan (Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh)

5. Dr. Seema Nahid (Vasantrao Naik College, Murud Janjira)
Anchoring : Dr. Raziuddin (Bengal State University, Kolkata)
Session Coordinator : Dr. Vishal Boragaonkar/ Dr. Balasaheb Dighe (SHSS, YCMOU, Nashik)
Tea Break: 11:45 am to 12:00 pm

3" Technical Session: 12:00 pm to 1: 30 pm
(Only 10-12 Minutes for Presentation of Paper)

Chair : Prof. Asif Zakriya (Principal, Chishtiya College, Khuldabad)
Paper Presenters : 1. Dr. Abu Shaheem Khan (Maulana Azad National Urdu, University Hyderabad)
2. Dr. Mohd. Anwaruddin (Govt. Degree College for Women, Hyderabad)
3. Shri. Obaid Azam Azmi (University of Mumbai, Mumbai)
4. Dr. Shahnaz Rahman (Aligarh Muslim University)
5. Dr. Mubeen Nazeer (MGV’s College, Malegaon)
Anchoring : Dr. Danish Gani (Gogate Joglekar College, Ratnagiri)
Session Coordinator : Mr. Dhammaratna Jawale (SHSS, YCMOU, Nashik)
Lunch Break: 1:30 pm to 2:30pm
4" Technical Session: 02:30 pm to 04: 00 pm
(Only 10-12 Minutes for Presentation of Paper)
Chair : Prof. Arshia Jabeen (Central University, Hyderabad)
Paper Presenters : 1. Kirti Malini Jawle (Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar M.U., Sambhaji Nagar)
2. Dr. Siddiqui Yasmeen Sultana (Govt. College, Sambhaji Nagar)
3. Dr. Siddqui Afroza (Chistiya College, Khuldabad)
4. Dr. Nishat Naira (Chistiya College, Khuldabad)
5. Dr. Aswad Gauhar (MGM, University, Sambhaji Nagar
Anchoring : Dr. Shahnaz Rahman (Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh)
Session Coordinator : Dr. Shaheen Shaikh (SHSS, YCMOU, Nashik)
Tea Break: 04:00 pm to 04:15 pm

5t Technical Session: 04:15 pm to 05:45 pm
(Only 10-12 Minutes for Presentation of Paper)
Chair : Prof. Ahmad Mahfooz (Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi)
Paper Presenters : 1. Prof. Abu Bakar Abbad (University of Delhi, New Delhi)
2. Prof. Shah Alam (Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi)
3. Dr. Muzammil Sirkhot (University of Mumbai, Mumbai)
4. Dr. Qamar Siddiqui (University of Mumbai)
Anchoring : Dr. Zakir Khan (Noorul Islam College, Mumbai)
Session Coordinator : Dr. Sunil Gawande (SHSS, YCMOU, Nashik)




16" May, 2025

6'" Technical Session: 10:15 am to 11:45 am
(Only 10-12 Minutes for Presentation of Paper)

Chair : Prof. Shah Alam (Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi)

Paper Presenters : 1. Dr. Azmat Anwar (Abeda Inamdar Senior College, Pune)
2. Dr. Gaus Ahmad (S.S.A. College, Solapur)
3. Dr. Rasheed Ashraf Khan (SHSS, YCMOU, Nashik)
4. Dr. Mahjabeen (Abeda Inamdar Senior College, Pune)

Anchoring : Dr. Mohammad Ahsan (Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh)
Session Coordinator : Dr. Pannalal Dhurve / Mrs. Rupali Gaikwad (SHSS, YCMOU, Nashik)
Tea Break: 11:45 am to 12:00 pm

7t Technical Session: 12:00 pm to 01:30 pm

(Only 10-12 Minutes for Presentation of Paper)

Chair : Dr. Quazi Naweed Ahmad Siddiqui (Maulana Azad College, Sambhaji Nagar)
Paper Presenters : 1. Dr. Mohd. Mukeem (Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi)

2. Dr. Abrar Ahmad (Online) (Poona College, Pune)

3. Dr. Abdurrahman Faisal (Online) (Allahabad Degree, Prayagraj)

4. Mrs. Jaweriya Tariq Kazi (Online) (Principal, K.M.E. Jr. College, Padgha)
Anchoring : Dr. Aswad Gauhar (MGM. University Sambhaji Nagar)
Session Coordinator : Dr. Deepak Sonawane (SHSS, YCMOU, Nashik)

Lunch Break: 1:30 pm to 2:30pm

8t Valedictory Session: 02:30 pm to 04:00 pm

President : Dr. Jogendrasingh Bisen (Pro-Vice Chancellor, YCMOU, Nashik)
Chief Guest : Dr. Abdurrazique (Coordinator, NMM, New Delhi)
Feedback of Delegates: 1. Prof. Ahmad Mafooz (Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi)

2. Prof. Shah Alam (Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi)

3. Prof. Abu Bakar Abbad (University of Delhi, New Delhi)

4. Dr. Qamar Siddiqui (University of Mumbai, Mumbai)
Vote of Thanks : Prof. Nagarjun Wadekar (Director, School of H.S.S. YCMOU, Nashik)
Anchoring : Dr. Rasheed Ashraf Khan (SHSS, YCMOU, Nashik)

Tea Break
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Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University, Nashik, (MS) In collaboration with

Gyan Bharatam Mission (National Mission for Manuscripts)
Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India, New Delhi
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“Contribution of Urdu Manuscripts in India's Freedom Struggle (1757-1947)"
14-16 May, 2025 - Inaugural Session: 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm

National Mission for Manuscripts

Chairman Chief Guest Keynote Address
Prof. Sanjeev Sonawane Prof. Anirban Dash Prof. Ahmad Mahfooz
Honorable Vice Chancellor, Director Jamia Millia Islamia,
YCMOU, Nashik NMM, New Delhi New Delhi
Dr. Jogendrasing Bisen Prof. Nagarjun Wadekar Shri Dilip Bharad Dr. Rasheed A. Khan

Pro-Vice Chancellor, Seminar Convener & Director Registrar, Seminar Coordinator,
I YCMOU, Nashik HSS, YCMOU, Nashik YCMOU, Nashik YCMOU, Nashik _I
Venue - Academic Building Auditorium, YCMOU, Nashik
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National Mission for Manuscripts

School of Humanities and Social Sciences, NeRRr s
Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University, Nashik, (MS) in collaboration with
Gyan Bharatam Mission (National Mission for Manuscripts)

Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India, New Delhi
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“Contribution of u Manuscripts in India's Freedom Struggle (1757-1947)”
Valedictory Session
16 May 2025, 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm

President Chief Guest Seminar Convener Vote of Thanks
Dr. Jogendrasingh Bisen Dr. Abdur Razique Prof. Nagarjun Wadekar Shri. Dilip Bharad
Pro-Vice Chancellor, Coordinator, Seminar Convener & Director Registrar,
YCMOU, Nashik NMM, New Delhi SHSS, YCMOU, Nashik YCMOU, Nashik
K Venue - Academic Building Auditorium, YCMOU, Nashik /
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‘Urdu manuscripts contrlbuted to freedom struggle’

Three-day national
seminar concludes at
YOMOU

Lokmar NEws NETWORK
NASHIK, MAY 20

A three-day national seminar
on ‘Contribution of UrduMa-
nuseripts in India’s Freedom
Struggle (1757 - 1947)' was re-
cently conducted by Yashwan-
trao Chavan Maharashtra
Open University (YCMOLU).
The seminar was led by Prof
Dr Jogendrasingh Bisen, Pro-
Vice Chancellor of YCMOU,
It was jointly organised by
the university’s School of Hu-
manities and Social Sciences
and the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India, under
its 'Gyvan Bharatam Mission'
(formerly ‘National Mission
for Manuseripts’).

Dr Abdur Raziq, the coordi-
nator of the Gyan Bharatam
Mission from New Delhi,

1 . g - =
The speaker sharing valuable insights in the presence of dignitaries in

served as the chief guest,
Under the guidance of former
Vice-Chancellor Prof Sanjeev
Sonawane, 40 Urdu scholars
and researchers from across
the country, including Delhi,
Hyderabad, Prayagraj, Kan-
pur; Lucknow, Mumbai, Pune,
Nagpur, and Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, presented
their research papers.

Senior Urdu scholar Pro-
fessor Ahmed Mahfooz from
Jamia Millia Islamia Univer-
sity, New Delhi, inangurated
the seminar: In his concluding
speech, Professor Dr Jogen-
drasingh Bisen emphasised
the importance of preserving
and digitising historical ma-
nuseripts in Urdu and other

He stated that these

the seminar.

manuscripts are crucial for
aiding future generations in
understanding our history and
heritage.

Dr Raziq stated that more
such seminars are needed to
raise awareness about the
value of handwritten manu-
seripts. He encouraged indi-
viduals who possess these old
manuscripts to contact the

Special session

A special feature of the seminar
was the active participation of
women researchers. One entire
session was organised, hosted,
and presented by women. On
the evening before the
conclusion, a cultural
programme featuring Urdu

(Sher-o-Shayari) and
Ghazals was held.

Abbad, shared their thoughts,
Dr Sanjeevani Mahale
(University Board Member),
Dilip Bharad (Registrar),
and other university officials
were present.

Professor Nagarjun Wa-
dekar, Director of the School
of Humanities and Social
Sciences, noted in his opening
speech that the seminar re-
sulted in significant research

Gyan Bharatam Mission. The
government will ensure their
proper preservation and re-
turn them, and their names
will be published on the offi-
cial website.

Prof Ahmed Mahfooz
stated that these manuscripts
are immensely valuable, as
they offer a genuine and more
profound understanding of
the freedom movement,

During the conclusion,
several dignitaries, including
Dr Qamar Siddiqui, Advocate
Nandkumar Bhutada, Sanjay
Kumar; and Prof Abu Ahmad

pr jons regarding the
role of Urdu manuscripts in
India’s freedom struggle.

The programme concluded
witha vote of thanks delivered
by Dr Rashid Khan, Assistant
Professor of Urdu. University
faculty members, including
Dr Shaheen Shaikh, Prof
Vishal Ambedkar, Dr Vishal
Borgavkar, Dr Balasaheb
Dighe, Dr Sunil Gawande, Dr
Pannalal Dhurve, Rupali Gaik-
wad, Dhammratna Jawale,
Pramod Wagh, Dr Deepak So-
nawane, and Dr Sanjay Kha-
rat, worked diligently to en-
sure the event's success.

Nashik First
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