
  
 

 
 

    
 

Report of One-Day Symposium on “Urdu Nazm in the 21st Century”  

Held on 13th December, 2025 

A one-day national symposium on “Urdu Nazm in the 21st Century” was successfully organized 
by the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open 
University, Nashik, in collaboration with the Sahitya Akademi, Ministry of Culture, and 
Government of India. The symposium aimed to critically examine contemporary trends, themes, 
and aesthetic innovations in 21st-century Urdu Nazm and to provide an academic platform for 
dialogue among scholars, researchers, and students. 
The inaugural session began with a warm welcome address by Shri Anupam Tiwari, representing 
Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi, who highlighted the Akademi’s commitment to the promotion of 
Indian languages and literatures, with special reference to Urdu poetry in contemporary times. 
The symposium was formally inaugurated by Prof. Sanjeev Sonawane, Vice-Chancellor, YCMOU, 
who emphasized the relevance of Urdu language and literature in addressing modern socio-
cultural realities and appreciated the collaborative efforts of YCMOU and Sahitya Akademi. He 
also reiterated the significance of language and literature in the age of digital revolution and AI. 
It is important to continue exploring and presenting various experts of Indian Co-existence and 
thus to special positive human value through literature       
The keynote address was delivered by the eminent Urdu scholar Dr. Mahtab Alam (Bhopal), who 
offered an insightful analysis of the evolution of Urdu Nazm in the 21st century. He said that it 
is the beauty of the language that no one can monopolies it as it belong to humanity, he further 
discussed new poetic sensibilities, thematic diversity, experimental forms, and the impact of 
globalization, technology, and changing social consciousness on contemporary Urdu poetry. His 
scholarly exposition set the academic tone for the symposium. 
The inaugural session was presided over by Prof. Jogendrasing Bisen, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, 
YCMOU, who, in his presidential remarks, underscored the academic and cultural significance of 
Urdu Nazm and its enduring role in reflecting human concerns, resistance, and aesthetic 
expression in modern times. 
 The inaugural session concluded with a vote of thanks by Prof. Nagarjun Wadekar, Convener 
and who elaborated on the university’s effects to further the course of Urdu through extensive 
curricula and qualitative study material. Director, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
YCMOU, He expressed gratitude to the dignitaries, speakers, collaborators, and participants for 
making the symposium a meaningful academic success. 
 



  
 

The inaugural session was efficiently anchored by Dr. Rasheed Ashraf Khan, School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, YCMOU, who ensured the smooth conduct of the proceedings. 
The first technical session of the one-day symposium on “Urdu Nazm in the 21st Century” was 
chaired by Dr. Sadiqa Nawab Saher. Research papers were presented by Stuti Agarwal, Dr. 
Noorulameen, and Dr. Abrar Ahmad, highlighting contemporary trends, themes, and stylistic 
innovations in modern Urdu Nazm. The session was effectively anchored by Shri Dhammaratna 
Jawale, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, who ensured smooth coordination and 
meaningful interaction among the participants. 
After lunch, the second technical session was held under the chairmanship of eminent Urdu 
poet Shri Tanveer Hasan. Scholarly papers were presented by Dr. Danish Gani and Dr. Rasheed 
Ashraf Khan, focusing on new poetic sensibilities, socio-cultural concerns, and evolving 
aesthetics of 21st-century Urdu Nazm. The session was efficiently anchored by Ms. Rupali 
Gaikwad, School of Humanities and Social Sciences. 
 The symposium concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Shaheen Shaikh, School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, expressing gratitude to all dignitaries, speakers, organizers, and 
participants. The program formally ended with the National Anthem. 
Overall, the symposium proved to be an enriching intellectual event, fostering critical 
engagement with contemporary Urdu Nazm and strengthening institutional collaboration in the 
field of literary studies. 
 
 

 
Prof. Nagarjun Wadekar 
Director 
School of Humanities and Social Sciences 
          



  
 

 

 

 



  
 

 
 

 
 

 



  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



  
 

 

 

 



  
 

 

 
 

 



  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prof. Nagarjun Wadekar 
Convener and Director 
School of Humanities and Social Sciences 
 
 

 


