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Programme Schedule

Time Programme Details
Arrival of Guest & Dignitaries to Academic Building,
1. Chief Guest: Padmashri. Shri. Chaitram Pawar, Mr. Vinayak Salunke &
Dr. Rahul Mungikar
11.00 AM

2. Chairperson: Prof. Sanjeev Sonawane, Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, YCMOU
3. Prominent Presence: Prof. Jogendrasingh Bisen, Hon'ble Pro-Vice
Chancellor, YCMOU

11.00 to 11.30 AM

Guest & Dignitaries Visiting the Exhibition Hall,
“One Shot- One World Showcasing Nature at YCMOU Through Photography”
Competition.

11.30to0 11.33 AM

Inviting the Guest & Dignitaries to the dais, Auditorium, Academic Building

11.33 to 11.36 AM

University Anthem

11.36 to 11.40 AM

Welcome Address By, Prof. Chetana Kamlaskar, (Director, School of Sciences)

11.40 to 11.50 AM

Welcoming & Introduction of Guests

11.50 to 12.20 PM

Lecture on “Environment Conservation” by Chief Guest, Padmashri. Shri.
Chaitram Pawar

12.20 to 12.40 PM

Short Guidance Lecture on “National Students Parayavaran Competition
2025" By Dr. Rahul Mungikar

12.40 to 12.42 PM

1. Background Information

12.42 to 12.45 PM

2. Video Playback Star Campus Award Handover Ceremony

12.45to 12.50 PM

3. Handover of Award

12.50 to 1.00 PM

4. Addressing by Hon'ble
Vice Chancellor, YCMOU

1.00 te 1.07 PM

Distribution of Prizes and Certificates of “One Shot- One World Showcasing
Nature at YCMOU Through Photography” Competition By Chief Guest

1.07 to 1.17 PM

Addressing the Programme, Prof. Sanjeev Sonawane, Hon'ble Vice Chancellor,
YCMOU

1.17 to 1.19 PM

Vote of Thanks, By Dr. Dnyaneshwar Bhusanur

1.19to 1.20 PM

National Anthem

28'™ July 2025]11.00 AM to 1.20 PM| Auditorium, Academic Building, YCMOU
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Organizing Committee

Chairperson
Prof. Sanjeev Sonawane
Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, YCMOU

Programme Organiser
Prof. Chetana Kamlaskar
Director, School of Sciences

Programme Anchor Vote of Thanks
Dr. Jagruti Chavan Dr. Dnyaneshwar Bhusanur
Academic Coordinator, School of Sciences Academic Coordinator, School of Sciences
Mr. Prakash Patil Mr. Ravindra Bharsat
Administrative Assistant, School of Sciences Academic Coordinator, School of Sciences

Miss. Minakshi Kadel
Academic Coordinator, School of Sciences

Miss. Tejsawi Kadam
Academic Coordinator, Schoel of Sciences

Miss. Sharayu Kudal
Academic Coordinator, School of Sciences

Mr. Amit Dawange
Academic Coordinator, School of Sciences

Miss. Harshada Godse Miss. Akanksha Ghumare
Academic Coordinator, School of Sciences Academic Coordinator, School of Sciences
Miss. Rupali Tikkal Mr. Akshay Joshi
Assistant, School of Sciences Assistant, School of Sclences
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28" July 2025]11.00 AM to 1.20 PM| Auditorium, Academic Building, YCMOU
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World Nature Conservation Day 2025

“Environmental Conservation and Agriculture”

The 28" of July is celebrated as “World Nature Conservation Day” across the globe.
On this occasion, efforts are made to raise public awareness about the importance of
Environmental protection, Biodiversity conservation and the Sustainable use of natural
resources. Nature forms the very foundation of human existence and maintaining its balance is
our collective responsibility. However, due to Increasing Population, Industrialization,
Urbanization and Over-Exploitation of resources, the ecological balance of the Earth is under
severe threat. In view of this, the School of Sciences & Yash Centre for Biodiversity

Conservation collaboratively organized a series of events to mark this day.

As part of these activities, a special awareness lecture on the topic “Environmental
Conservation and Agriculture” was organized, focusing on eco-friendly lifestyles, tree
conservation, and water management. The event was graced by Padma Shri Mr. Chaitram
Pawar, who served as the Chief Guest and Guest Speaker. The program was conceptualized
and presided over by Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Sanjeev Sonawane, and Organized
under the guidance of Prof. Chetana Kamlaskar, Director, School of Sciences, and
Coordinated by all academic coordinators of the school. The event was also attended by

Hon’ble Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Jogendrasinh Bisen, as the distinguished guest.

The dignitaries were formally welcomed by Dr. Jagruti Chavan and the program
commenced with the University Song. On the dais were present Padma Shri Mr. Chaitram
Pawar (Chief Guest), Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Sanjeev Sonawane (Chairperson),
Hon’ble Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Jogendrasinh Bisen (Guest of Honour), Prof. Sanjivani
Mahale (Member, Board of Management), Prof. Chetana Kamlaskar (Director, School of

Sciences), Dr. Rahul Mungikar and Mr. Gopal Patil.

Prof. Chetana Kamlaskar, in her introductory address, began with the famous verse of
Sant Tukaram, “Vrikshavalli Aamha Soyari Vanachare, Pakshi hi Susware Aalaviti...” She
elaborated on the significance of celebrating World Nature Conservation Day, emphasizing

that this day serves as a reminder to reassess our relationship with nature, prevent
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environmental degradation through conservation efforts and protect biodiversity for future

generations.

In the first session, Padma-Shri Shri. Chaitram Pawar delivered a thought-provoking
lecture on “Environmental Conservation and Agriculture” He shared his inspiring journey,
which began in a small tribal village named Baripada on the Maharashtra—Gujarat border in
Dhule district. Being a tribal village, literacy rates were low, and issues like alcoholism and
addiction were widespread. Witnessing these challenges, he began contemplating ways to bring
positive change. His meeting with Dr. Anand Thakur, an M.D. in Medicine who had dedicated
his life to providing education and healthcare services in the same region, became a turning

point and inspired Mr. Pawar to embark on a life of social service.

In 1990-91, Shri. Pawar sir began planting saplings on barren lands surrounding his
village to preserve the local biodiversity. After completing his M.Com. Degree in 1993, instead
of pursuing a job, he devoted himself entirely to community and environmental development

work.

Shri. Pawar sir shared the five key principles of environmental conservation practiced
in his village: Forest, Water, Land, People, and Livestock. Under the first principle, Forest,
he initiated afforestation on wastelands near the village and implemented bans on deforestation
and logging to protect natural resources, entrusting the responsibility of forest preservation to
local residents. Under the second principle, Water, he consulted expert hydrologists and
constructed nearly 445 small dams to conserve and recharge water. He also revived 45 non-
functional wells and with the help of CSIR funding in 2015, installed solar pumps including a

mobile solar pump fitted on a tractor-trolley to serve farmers in different locations.

The third principle, Land (Agriculture), involved experimentation in sustainable
farming practices. With technical guidance from experts from Ratnagiri and Dapoli
Agricultural Universities, he introduced a four-step rice cultivation method in 1993, doubling
the yield per unit area from 34-35 kg to nearly 70 kg, and later even 96 kg. To promote rural
employment, he successfully implemented apiculture, onion seedling cultivation, and
strawberry farming projects with the help of experts from Dhule and Rahuri Agricultural

Universities.
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The fourth principle, People, addressed the need for social and educational
development. To reduce deforestation for fuel, solar stoves were introduced through the
Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram, which also improved women’s health. Recognizing that education
was the foundation of development, he enforced punctuality among teachers and students by
introducing fines for absent, which significantly improved school attendance and learning

outcomes.

The fifth principle, Livestock, emphasized animal welfare and the maintenance of

cattle essential for agriculture.

Speaking about biodiversity, Shri. Pawar Sir highlighted it as the most valuable asset of the
village. He conducted a botanical survey in collaboration with experts, identifying over 432
plant species, including 110 edible wild species. This led to the initiation of the “Van-Bhaji
Mohotsav” now celebrated annually for the past two decades. He also worked on conserving

traditional indigenous crops, many of which thrive in low-water conditions.

Baripada village alone has successfully conserved 1,100 acres of forest, valued at
approximately %3,000 crores, and Shri. Pawar Sir is currently studying the potential for carbon
credit benefits from it. In 2010, about 44 villages in Dhule district collectively received 11,200
hectares of forest land for local management under the Gram Panchayat, encouraging youth-
led conservation initiatives. One of the six Forest Science Centres approved by the Central

Government was established in Baripada.

Through CSR funding in 2014, he brought together 1,016 farmers to form a rice
marketing company for Indrayani rice. In 2024, he received government funding of X1.02
crores, which enabled the establishment of a rice mill benefiting nearly 25,000 farmers.
Through financial support from the Tribal Development Department’s Shabari Economic
Corporation, he also launched the Moha Flower processing initiative under Shabari Natural
Products, generating significant income for local farmers. Subsequently, through the Adi
Shabari Foundation, he united around 50 farmers from across Maharashtra to establish a

cooperative company for sustainable agribusiness.

By living in harmony with nature, Shri. Pawar Sir has demonstrated an exemplary
model of sustainable rural development, strengthening the bond between humans and nature.

His “Baripada Model” has been replicated in states like Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh as a
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successful example of community-led sustainable development. In recognition of his
remarkable contributions, the Government of India honored him with the Padma Shri Award
in 2024. Despite such high honors, he continues his mission selflessly, devoted to the cause of

environmental and social sustainability.

In the second session, Dr. Rahul Mungikar, Associate Professor at Deccan Education
Society, Pune, and a Conservation Biologist, delivered a lecture on “National Student
Paryavaran Competition- 2025.” He emphasized three key aspects: Restoration, Resilience,
and Responsibility. Restoration, he explained, involves recovering the environment from
degradation; Resilience means rebuilding and revitalizing ecosystems and Responsibility
implies the sustainable and accountable use of natural resources while protecting biodiversity.

He also noted that in Western countries, environmental laws are strict and industries
are mandated to ensure that their raw material production does not harm biodiversity. He
highlighted the major global issue of plastic pollution, pointing out that only 3-4% of the total
40% of uncollected plastic waste is actually recycled. India alone generates approximately 9.3
million tonnes of plastic annually. Even supposedly “organic” food products are affected by
inorganic contaminants due to polluted water sources, and increasing micro plastic content may

become a major cause of cancer in the future.

Dr. Mungikar sir urged students and citizens to take practical steps to avoid single-use
plastics, reduce tissue paper use, use water judiciously and avoid immersing plaster-of-Paris
idols in water bodies and focus not just on planting trees but on nurturing them to maturity. He
introduced the National Student Paryavaran Competition 2025, organized online between
1%t July and 21% August 2025 by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
and Paryavaran Sanrakshan Gatividhi. Participants could take part through the Eco-
Mitram App by answering 20 questions and uploading photographs of their eco-friendly
actions. The School of Sciences prepared a detailed handbook to guide participants and

encouraged university students to participate actively.

In the third session, the “Star Campus Award — 2025 felicitation ceremony was held.
Since 1970, World Earth Day has been celebrated on April 22, and the Earth Day
Organization has promoted environmental education, afforestation, and sustainability efforts
globally. The organization recognizes academic institutions with sustainable practices such as

Energy Conservation, Water Harvesting, Green Audits, and Waste Management. Under the
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2025 theme “Our Power — Our Planet”, Y CMOU participated by creating a video highlighting
the university’s solar energy initiatives. The video, anchored by Dr. Jagruti Chavan under the
guidance of Prof. Chetana Kamlaskar, and YCMOU was awarded the Second Prize in the Star
Campus Award 2025 competition. The award was presented by Mr. Vinayak Salunke to

Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Sanjeev Sonawane.

To commemorate World Nature Conservation Day, the School of Sciences also
organized a photography competition titled “One Shot — One World: Showcasing Nature of
YCMOU through Photography” under the guidance of Prof. Chetana Kamlaskar, Director
School of Sciences. Participants were invited to capture photographs depicting Biodiversity,
Cleanliness, Proper Water Usage, and Waste Management within the university campus. The
competition received an enthusiastic response from all university staff. All entries were
displayed in an exhibition organized by the school. The first, second, and third prizes were
awarded to Dr. Rajendra Bagate, Dr. Jyoti Patil, and Mr. Ajinkya Katale, respectively, while
all participants received certificates of appreciation. The competition was judged by Dr. Rahul
Mungikar and Mr. Dhananjay Deshmukh.

In the concluding session, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Sanjeev Sonawane,
delivered his address, highlighting the university’s ongoing initiatives in environmental
conservation. He stated that YCMOU has made significant progress in adopting green energy
solutions through the installation of solar panels, resulting in zero electricity expenditure. The
university is also developing solar-powered classrooms with rooftop panels. University
successfully cultivated Moringa (drumstick) on previously unused land, yielding about 300
kilograms of production. Additionally, the university has adopted a 1 KM stretch of area near
the Gangapur Dam for water quality analysis and conservation studies and plans to deploy a
boat at Ramkund, Nashik, for managing oil and waste removal from the water. He emphasized
that environmental conservation must begin with disciplined daily habits, as small actions
collectively lead to large-scale impact and encouraged everyone to participate in the National

Student Paryavaran Competition 2025.

The event was anchored by Dr. Jagruti Chavan, while Mr. Ravindra Bharsat introduced
the Chief Guest, Padma-Shri Shri. Chaitram Pawar Sir. The program concluded with a vote of

thanks delivered by Dr. Dnyaneshwar Bhusanur.
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The event witnessed the presence of Directors of all Schools, Faculty members, Administrative
officers, Non-teaching staff, Academic Coordinators, Daily-wage employees, BVG staff, and
Agricultural workers. The successful execution of the program was supported by the, Audio
Video Centre, PPC, Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Construction and Maintenance Department, Public
Relations Officer, and Finance Department. The photography of the event was done by Mr.

Rajesh Barve. The photographs and this detailed report are attached herewith.

Prof. Chetana Kamlaskar,

Director, School of Sciences
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