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"Kusumagraj Jayanti and Marathi Language Day
Program Report"

Date: 27 February 2025
Venue: Academic Auditorium, Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University, Nashik
Organiser: Kusumagraj Chair, Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University

Introduction

On the occasion of the birth anniversary of eminent litterateur V. V. Shirwadkar (Kusumagraj)
and Marathi Language Day, various cultural and literary programmes are organised every year.
Continuing this tradition, the Kusumagraj Chair of Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open
University organised a special programme on 27 February 2025. The programme included
recitations of Kusumagraj’s poems as well as reflections on his literary works.

Programme QOutline

The programme was presided over by Vice-Chancellor Prof. Sanjeev Sonawane. On the dais
were Head of the Kusumagraj Chair, Dr. Dilip Dhondge; Registrar Mr. Dilip Bharad; along
with a large gathering of literature enthusiasts, university staff, and officials.

Main Presentations and Reflections

The programme began with the recitation of selected poems by Kusumagraj. Dr. Dilip
Dhondge, while speaking about the literary characteristics of Kusumagraj, highlighted the social
awareness, humanistic perspective, and linguistic style in his writings, and also delivered a
lecture on Kusumagraj’s literature and poetry. Dr. Prakash Barve, Head of the University’s
Library and Knowledge Resource Centre, shared his memories of time spent with Kusumagraj.
On this occasion, renowned playwright Prof. Datta Patil; director Mr. Sachin Shinde; Mr.
Balasaheb Dighe; Dr. Sunil Bharodkar; Dr. Poonam Wagh; Dr. Dayaram Pawar; and Dr.
Santosh Sable recited poems by Kusumagraj. The programme was compered by Prof. Datta
Patil, and the vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. Sachin Shinde.

Conclusion of the Programme

Conveying the message of preserving the richness and pride of the Marathi language through
literature, poetry, and reflection, the ceremony concluded in an atmosphere of enthusiasm.
Among those present, awareness and inspiration regarding Kusumagraj’s literature were further
strengthened.
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