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"Kusumagraj National Literary Award 2023 — Program Report"

Date: 12 February 2025
Venue: M. S. Aurangabadkar Auditorium, Sarvajanik Vachanalay, Nashik
Organiser: Kusumagraj Chair, Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University

Introduction

On behalf of the Kusumagraj Chair of Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open University, the
Kusumagraj National Literature Award is conferred every year in memory of eminent litterateur
V. V. Shirwadkar (Kusumagraj) upon distinguished non-Marathi poets from across the country.
This is a highly prestigious award that includes ¥1,00,000 in Cheque, a citation, and a
memento. The award distribution ceremony for the years 2023 and 2024 was held at the M. S.
Aurangabadkar Auditorium, Sarvajanik Vachanalay, Nashik

Awardees
e Poet Amitabh Gupta (Renowned Bengali poet)
e Poet Neelimkumar (Renowned Assamese poet)

Beginning of the Programme

The programme was presided over by Vice-Chancellor Prof. Sanjeev Sonawane. On the dais
were distinguished poet and translator, as well as Chairman of the Award Selection Committee,
Dr. Chandrakant Patil; Head of the Kusumagraj Chair, Dr. Dilip Dhondge; Registrar Mr. Dilip
Bharad; Awardees Mr. Amitabh Gupta and Mr. Neelimkumar. The programme was compered
by Mr. Datta Patil.

Key Speeches and Reflections

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Sanjeev Sonawane emphasised the need for well-planned efforts for the
global promotion of the Marathi language. He stated that every university in the country should
establish a Marathi department and contribute to the preservation and promotion of the
language.

Dr. Dilip Dhondge provided background information about the event and paid tribute to the
literary works of the awardees.

In Response to the Felicitation...

“When I was young, I heard from my parents about this city of Nashik as the ‘Jansthan’ city.
Today, this award has given me the opportunity to come here. Poet Kusumagraj was an
unceasing fountain of poetry,” said Amitabh Gupta on the occasion.

“Receiving this award is a moment of joy for me. Along with it, my sense of responsibility
towards my own language has increased. Poetry is my breath and my life, and it is my world
and the language of my communication,” expressed Neelimkumar.

Conclusion of the Programme
Through literature, poetry, and culture, this ceremony conveyed a message of national unity and
further enhanced the awareness and pride for literature among those present.
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DESHDOOT Times

....watchi ng north maharashtra

- Kusumagraj National
Awards announced

NASHIK: The Yashwantrao Chavan Maharas:h-

ents of its prestigious
Kusumagraj National
Award for 2022 and
2023. This annual
award, instituted in
2010, honours nota-

Amitabh Gupra

! ble non-Marathi poets for their significant contributions
i to Indian poetry. Recipients are presented with a cash
i prize of Rs. 1 lakh, a citation, and a memento.

For 2022, the award has been conferred upon re-

i nowned Bengali poet Amitabh Gupta. A celebrated fig-
i ure in Bengali literature, Gupta began his poetic journey
i in 1965 through the Bengali short-periodical movement.
i Over the decades, he has published more than 20 collec-
. tions of poetry, establishing himself as a prominent voice
i in contemporary Bengali poetry.

The 2023 award recognizes leading Assamese poet

! Neelim Kumar. Kumar has an extensive body of work,
{ comprising 24 poetry collections and translations of his
i works in English, Hindi, Punjabi, and several Indian lan-
i guages, including Marathi. His poems have also been
i translated into international languages like French and
{ Spanish, underscoring his wide-ranging influence.

The selection of the awardees was made by a commit-

i tee chaired by YCMOU Vice Chancellor Prof. Sanjeev
i Sonawane. The panel included distinguished poets and
i translators Prof. Chandrakant Patil, Dr. Gorakh Thorat,
i and Dr. Asaram Lomte. Dr. Dilip Dhondge, head of YC-
i MOU’s Kusumagraj Dais, coordinated the process.

FYANS WL

TRHR

Fﬁmanw

YT : WiiE AVEAE Q0% 0 T qUAN A4 S, U

IEMHEAE §F faadier % @@ ¥, 9EIA 9
FHAYS TG [ Hieed  AHge o A TR
AR HHEFEH 4. 30 ANTG TIET 377, R0 T JEARR
ST AT ARSI e A ST 20
q. 9. mﬁmum & 31k hidarsTs Wi

famﬁlawaah?oaw QEIERNED CEaia e R
TAT I, R0%3 TR A THAIGAA S i
0T T, FErTE I G mem R0%3
e e - . &t
| R R I A L e A R mwnm
i, aqamamanﬁgw IR SR e el
AT SEd A

ed.

HHTISS - hitp ://ycmou.digitaluniversity.ac ¢ www.ycmou.ac.in



TR T

TeIol AR foee TR R i3 T HIAshH ST Shel.

2. faeita aied : HEATET TS

o, KeflT e, Fodrad it w8

oft. 75 FAre : fee gge=

oY, 31T PoTehult : el 95

IR TN ANETET) : it w8

St T At : fe age=

o, e Fo1g : i g5

. FThe TS : LEGEIC]

______________________________________ = = 1 L

HHFTEIS : hitp://yemou.digitaluniversity.ac ¢ www.yemou.ac.in
L



